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Earlier this
month Susan
Weems and I
attended the
12th Annual
Gathering of
LCMC
(Lutheran
Congregations in
Mission for Christ),
the international
church body with
which our congregation is associated. LCMC is an
association of
more than 700
congregations who
are free in Christ,
accountable to one
another, and
rooted in the
Scriptures and the
Lutheran Confessions.
The focus of the
Gathering was centered around 2 Corinthians 5:16-21;
emphasizing that
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we are Ambassadors for Christ. But
another theme that
came forth was
centered on a new
‘slogan’ which
states: LCMC is a
1st century church
for the 21st century. Several of the
keynote speakers
and Bible study
leaders helped us
to understand the
meaning of that
phrase by pointing
out that the days
of the large institutional Church are
passing away. The
majority of
mainline denominations and congregations are in
decline. Fewer and
fewer people are
interested in joining, belonging to,
or even attending
the institutional
Church.

Therefore, we
must function as
the early church
did … in the 1st
century. The apostles, and other
leaders, were not
in the business of
establishing congregations, building buildings, planning elaborate
worship services,
and counting
members and offerings. They were
not concerned
about ‘doing’
church – they were
consumed with
‘being’ the Church;
because church is
not a thing or a
what, church is a
who – the people
of God!
We were encouraged to “get out of
the Church busi-
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Pastoral Ponderings, Continued
ness and get into Kingdom business.” We
were reminded that
“our job is not to build
the church, but to bless
the people.” We were
challenged to see that
“our mission is not to
please ourselves, and
our mission is certainly
not to please the world
… but to serve Jesus
Christ.” We were told
that “as a Church our
job is to train missionaries, not gain members.” We were challenged “to make the
move from an internal
to an external focus.”
We were instructed that
“the Church can no
longer be program
driven” (people can and
will always be able to
find a better or more
convenient program
somewhere else). Instead, “we must be
concerned with people
development.”
As Lutherans we take
pride in the fact that
Martin Luther is considered to be the father of
the Reformation (of the
Church.) But reformation is an ongoing and
continual process, and
we are now “living in a
time of reformation of

mission.” “We have inherited the ‘rut’ of
‘doing church’ … but it’s
not about what you do
– it’s about who you
are.” We need to stop
wondering why we’re
not gaining members
(who are usually just
churched people who
are looking for a different church) and start
concentrating on
“making disciples who
can make disciples,”
because “there is an
enormous difference
between what the world
considers to be success
and what Jesus considers to be fruitfulness.”
The 1st century Church
was not concerned with
numbers and buildings
(these were blessings
that came from being
faithful and fruitful);
they were concerned
with inviting people into
a relationship with Jesus and then challenging people to represent
(be an ambassador for)
Christ. They went out
into their communities
to “be the rescue team,
not to establish refugee
camps.”
The speakers, the
preachers, the Bible
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Please continue to keep the following people in your prayers
this month…
Arlene and Harry Foreback
Evelyn Pague
Clay and Eleanor Stotler
Stan and Helen Goodrich
Bill and Louise Gilpin

study leaders, the worship,
the people at the display tables who were representing
various ministries, and even
the times of fellowship were
inspirational and challenging. It was a reminder that
times have changed – but
the mission of God’s people,
the Church, remains the
same: to invite others to
come to know Jesus, so
they will invite others, who
will invite others, who will
invite others, …
May we recognize that we
are always Ambassadors for
Christ – representing Him
and inviting people to come
and follow Him!
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First Youth Group Outing:

Sunday School begins:

After church service on Sept.
30th, 2012 we had our first
youth outing. Most of our youth
and some of our adult members
enjoyed a picnic and an afternoon of hiking through the tunnel on the C&O canal bike path.
The weather was perfect for hiking and everyone had a great
time! We hope this can become
a regular outing for our youth.

We held our first Sunday school
class on Sunday Oct. 7th, 2012.
We had 11 children of various
ages in attendance. The theme
of our first class was based on
Gen.2:15-20. We learned how
God told Adam to take care of
the Garden of Eden and to
watch over the animals and how
it gave Adam a purpose for living.

The youth group will also be doing some fun activities to reach
out to the community. The first
item on the schedule is a food
drive for the local interfaith food
pantry during the month of November. Details to be announced October 28th.

We discussed how being a
Christian makes a difference in
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the way we feel about keeping
the earth clean. Everyone
shared ways in which they
planned to take care of God's
wonderful world in the upcoming
week.
Our next Sunday school class
will be on Oct. 21st. The lesson
for that Sunday, from gen.1:2631a, will teach the children that
they are special.
Sunday School will be held the
1st and 3rd Sundays of each
Month.
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At the Youth Group meeting on Sunday, October 28th - Pizza will be provided for
lunch. Our theme will be about Harvest & Fall, so we will be playing games,
painting pumpkins, and decorating cookies.
Please send the following items with your child:
1) A change of clothes or an old shirt to protect their clothes from paint.
2) Any items you may have on hand that can be used to decorate their pumpkins.
We will provide pumpkins, paint, eyes, yarn, and pipe cleaners.

L e a d e r s h i p

W o r k s h o p

On Saturday, November 10, 2012, from 10
- 3:30, Pastor Mark Van der Tuig, Service
Coordinator for LCMC, will be conducting a
Leadership Workshop at Saint Paul Lutheran Church in York, PA (a little less than
3 hours driving time.) The workshop will
deal with topics such as:





The qualities of a leader,
Acting with purpose,
Strategies for moving forward,
and
How to encourage our councils
and congregations to function in
a "mission minded" manner

We all know that in any organization good
leadership is important. This is a great opportunity for our leaders (and potential future leaders) to gain new perspectives and
clarify the vision as we work together for
God's kingdom. If you are a council member, a ministry team member, a Sunday
School teacher or volunteer, an assisting
minister, a lay reader, a choir member, or

O p p o r t u n i t y

simply a member of the congregation of
Christ’s Church known as Living Word – you
are a leader.
So, if you will be attending please let Pastor
Mark know by Sunday, October 28th so he
can call in our reservations and help set up
carpools.
Lunch will be provided at a cost of $5 per
person.
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LWLC has a newsletter to
help us share information
with our members – but we
are looking into setting up a
website and a Facebook
page to better reach those
who are not yet involved with
our congregation. If you are
interested in helping to set
up or supervise and monitor
either of these two sites talk
to Pastor Mark.

P a g e

Also, the Council
has
decided to sponsor a “Logo
Contest” for Living Word.
You may use word, pictures,
or a combination of the two.
The winning entry will become our official church logo
and will be featured on our
letterhead, our newsletter,
our web page, our Facebook
page, etc. All entries must be
submitted to Mike Alban

prior to the council meeting
on November 11th. The council will choose several designs to be presented and
voted on at the Annual Congregational Meeting on December 9th.

To help you get started here are some logo examples you might recognize…
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Congratulations...Caitlin
Squires, daughter of Jim and
Lori, a 2012 graduate of Fort
Hill High School, was one of
ten recipients to receive a
Gilpin Freshman Award for
study at Allegany College of
Maryland. The ten students
names were announced recently by the ACM Foundation, and qualified for the
scholarships by having a 3.5
grade point average.

The leftovers from the June
yard sale was held on Saturday, September 15th. The
items left were boxed and
taken to Goodwill by Adrian
Weems. A Christmas table
was placed in the entrance
hall for the congregation to
purchase items. After two
weeks the remaining holiday
items were boxed to save for
a future yard sale. Bob
Chaney took all the cutup
boxes for recycling.
Those that helped this time
had a better fun day as the
temperature was 77º
(compared to the June sale
of 98º) with a cool breeze.
Mike Alban made a yard sale
sign and went up to the
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boulevard while Phyllis was
located at the end of the
WOW building lot. They weren’t recognizable, being from
Pin Oak, as the rest of us
wouldn’t do this job!
Our appreciation to everyone
who remarked the items,
worked at the sale and donated items. We truly have a
great congregation. The
amount raised was $510.10
and the total of both yard
sales was $1,868.40!

The next day, Sunday September 16yh, the sermon was
given by Kim Henson with
Vicki Larrick having the children’s sermon. They both did
an excellent job in the absence of Pastor mark who
was in Pennsylvania for the
dedication of their granddaughter. At the same time
the McCabe family were vacationing at Disney World. Andi
Liller filled in as the organist,
pushing the right buttons.
Andi did a great job as an organist impersonator! Refreshments were seved after
the worship hour.

That was the Sunday Pastor
Mark and Sue were in Zionsville, Pennsylvania, the home
of Heather and Dan Faust.
The Faust’s daughter, 5 1/2
month old Grace Elizabeth,
was dedicated in the Grace
Bible Fellowship Church during
the worship hour. Grace’s
grandparents are Pastor Mark
and Sue and Tim and Sandy
Faust. The unusual happened
at the dedication as all four
pairs of great grandparents
were present!

Pastor Mark and Susan
Weems, our delegates, attended LCMC (Lutheran
Church in Mission for Christ)
Annual Gathering near Denver,
Colorado. They left early Sunday, October 7th and returned
Friday, October 12th.
On this Sunday (October 7th)
we were priveledged to have
Pastor Karen Tamorria deliver
the children’s message and
the sermon. Our appreciation
to Pastor Karen for conduction
our worship hour!

Sunday, October 14th, the
congregation honored Pastor
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Mark on Pastor Appreciation
Sunday. Following the worship
hour refreshments were
served. The sheet cake centered the table with a variety
of goodies. The chocolate icing cake was inscribed with
“Thank You Pastor Mark” and
trimmed with fall colored flowers. Appreciation cards from
the congregation were collected in a wicker basket for

C o n g r e g a t i o n
Pastor Mark. We all appreciate you...Pastor Mark!!!

The Woodmen of the World
appreciated the fall cleaning
of the buildings spouting and
cleaning/raking of the ground
area. Al Lantz and I worked
parts of two days, rain chased
us out the first afternoon. Ken
Keller was a helper on the first
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c o n t i n u e d
day, while Joe McIntosh was
the second afternoon helper.
A total of 22 bags were collected for the garbage pickup!

Thought for the month:

A friend is one who reaches
for your hand and touches
your heart!

The quilt below that was made by some of the quilters of LWLC over the summer is ready!
We are selling Raffle Tickets at $2.00 per chance.
Everyone can sell tickets….if you are willing to participate, please see Bonnie
Keller for Tickets and photos of this beautiful quilt. Our goal is to sell 500
tickets!!!

October Events
Sat 10/27 – 10 a.m. - Sew Day at WoW
Sun 10/28 – 10 a.m. – Worship
after worship – Youth Group
Tue 10/30 – 7 p.m. – Choir
L I V I N G
W O R D
L U T H E R A N
C H U R C H

P.O. Box 1825
Cumberland, MD 21502
Meeting at 801 Virginia Avenue

Pastor Mark C. Dill
pastormarkdill@gmail.com
301-777-0000

Taking a Living Christ to a Dying World

October Birthdays
7 - Debbie Lafferty
11 - Billie Jean Weems
12 - Dorothy Snyder
28 - Susan Dill
28 - Lora Henson
29 - Lori Eriksson
29 - Al Lantz

October Anniversaries
1 - Don and Marsha Squires
6 - Glen and Debbie Lafferty
9 - Joe and Paula McIntosh
11 - Steve and Lisa Chaney

November Events
Sun 11/4 –Daylight Savings time comes to an end
10 a.m. – Worship
after worship – Sunday School
Tue 11/6 – Election Day – Remember to VOTE
Wed 11/7 – 7 p.m. – Choir
Sat 11/10 – 10 a.m. Leadership Workshop in York, PA
Sun 11/11 – 10 a.m. – Worship
after worship – Council meeting
Wed 11/14 – 7 p.m. – Choir
Sun 11/18 – 10 a.m. – Worship
after worship – Sunday School
7 p.m. – Thanksgiving Worship Service
Wed 11/21 – No Choir Rehearsal
Thu 11/22 – Thanksgiving Day
Sun 11/25 – 10 a.m. – Worship
after worship – Youth Group

November Birthdays
4 - Karen Tamorria
7 - Rich Keller
21 - Bob Chaney
25 - Charles Deter
28 - Irene Hoyle

November Anniversaries
15 - Stan and Helen Goodrich
22 - Al and Carol Lantz

