
the true and rightful King 
of this world, even now! 
I had a professor in my 
undergrad who used to 
say that we read the 
Bible so that we can 
"know God and become 
His people." When the 
Word is proclaimed, 
when we enter the story 
and soak ourselves in 
the narratives, not only 
is God revealed, but 
God's goal for us in be-
coming the people of 
God is revealed. (And 
yes, that includes ways 
of being better husbands 
and wives and children 
and employees, etc.) 
But the first response is 
not to take information 
and apply it.  
For centuries, churches 
that practiced weekly 
communion did so after 
the sermon for precisely 
this reason. When peo-
ple hear the Word pro-
claimed, the proper re-
sponse is confession, 
repentance, humbling 
ourselves before a gra-

I recently came 

across an article 

written by Glenn 

Packiam. Glenn 

Packiam is one 

of the pastors at 

New Life Church 

in Colorado 

Springs, where he over-

sees Spiritual Formation 

and serves as the teach-

ing pastor for NewLife-

SundayNight. He is one 

of the founding leaders 

and songwriters for the 

Desperation Band and 

the writer of the well-

loved worship songs, 

“Your Name,” 

“Everyone (Praises)” 

and “My Savior Lives.”  

Here are some excerpts 

from his article which I 

found particularly 

thought provoking. 

  

The past few Sundays, 
I've found myself saying 
to my congregation that 
if they could leave a ser-
vice and apply what I've 
just preached, then I've 
failed them. 

Sounds a bit strange, I 
know. But I was explain-
ing to them why com-
munion is now at the 
end of our services-- as 
the climactic moment, 
not an afterthought. The 
reason is quite simple: 
The proper response to 
the preaching of the 
Word should not be, 
"Oh, that's a great little 
insight. I think I'll go ap-
ply that." I think it ought 
to be, "O God, what are 
we going to do 
now?" The New Testa-
ment often records peo-
ple being "cut to the 
heart" after one of the 
Apostles preached. 
Their goal was not to 
give people a few tips on 
their marriage or a few 
pithy phrases to guide 
their business transac-
tions. The overall goal in 
New Testament preach-
ing was to reveal Christ-
- Christ as the full reve-
lation of God the Father, 
Christ as the only Savior 
of the world, Christ as 
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The youth of the congregation 

have been busy making scarves 

in the fall and suncatchers this 

winter along with fun activities 

during youth group.   

 

Sunday school has been fo-

cused on the story of David and 

Goliath as told by Veggie Tales 

“Dave and the Giant Pickle” for 
the 3-8 year old class.  The older 

group has had a variety of teach-

ers and topics to keep them on 

their toes. 

 

UPCOMING YOUTH ACTIVITIES: 

 

On March 30th, immediately 

after service, the youth will be 

having a bake sale and will be 

selling Suncatchers they painted 

to raise money for two minis-

tries.  

 

They will be supporting Garden 

Harvest again this year. A minis-

try where farm animals can be 

donated to needy families. Last 

year they purchased baby chicks 

and a goat. 

 

They will also be supporting a 

new ministry this year called 

Camp Dreamcatcher. This is a 

camp that offers support to chil-

dren who are coping with HIV/

AIDS. Our youth would like to 

help provide books and activi-

ties for the children's cabins dur-

cious and mighty God. In that 
place of humility, we come to the 
Table of the Lord, empty-
handed. There is nothing we 
bring to this meal. It is not a pot-
luck. We come with empty 
hands, and Christ gives us His 
body as our bread and His 
blood as our drink. Christ be-
comes our sufficiency and our 
sustenance. He is our meal that 
we take in to our lives.  
The Eucharist is a sacrament, 
which in one sense simply 
means an occasion for the grace 
of God to break through into our 
lives. But it is the sacrament 
because it tells the story of the 
brokenness of the world, the 
suffering of our Savior, and the 
wholeness that is now coming 
into our lives because of Jesus 
Christ. There is no substitute for 
gathering with the people of God 
around the Table of the Lord. 

 

And that is the theme and fo-

cus of our midweek Lenten 

services this year – Brokenness 

Restored in Christ. It is not just 

about ‘applying a few tips’ and 

‘doing a little bit better’ in the 

week to come; but allowing the 

grace of God to break through 

into our lives and truly change 

us; because when we ask, “O 

God, what are we going to do 

now?” we realize there is noth-

ing that we can do. For it is not 

I, but Christ who lives in me. 

May we recognize our broken-

ness, allow Jesus to bind up 

that brokenness, and then fol-

low Him as a new creation. 

 

Pastoral Ponderings Continued 

ing the week of camp,at a cost of 

$20.00. 

 

On April 13th  the children will be 

having an Easter egg hunt during 

their regular meeting they will also 

be doing an activity that requires 

painting so please send paint 

clothes and bring baskets to collect 

eggs. 

 

 

At their May meeting, the youth will 

be making placemats for Meals On 
Wheels as a service project. 

 

If you would like to help with any of 

these activities please call Phyllis 

Alban at 304-947-7060 or email to 

mpalban@frontiernet.net 

Please continue to keep the 

following people in your 

prayers this month… 

 

Arlene and Harry Foreback 

Clay and Eleanor Stotler 

Helen Goodrich 

Louise Gilpin 

Jeanora Hare 

P r a y e r  L i s t  

M i n i s t r y  o f  N u r t u r i n g  

S u n d a y  S c h o o l  a n d  Y o u t h  

I have been crucified with Christ; 
and it is no longer I who live, but 
Christ lives in me; and the life 
which I now live in the flesh I live 
by faith in the Son of God, who 

loved me and gave Himself up for 
me. ~ Galatians 2:20 
 

mailto:mpalban@frontiernet.net
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Congratulations to Jeremy Raley 

who was named the new superin-

tendent for Shenandoah County 

Public Schools, Woodstock, Vir-

ginia on November 1st!  It was 

quoted that he may be the young-

est ever in that county at age 39. 

Jeremy graduated in 1992 from 

Fort Hill High School and from the 

University of Virginia in 1997 
where he earned his bachelor and 

masters degrees.  Jeremy earned 

a doctorate in organizational lead-

ership from Shenandoah Univer-

sity in 2011.  He was selected by 

the school board from 17 applica-

tions. 

Jeremy is married to the former 

Cindy Stotler, daughter of Clay and 

Eleanor Stotler.  The y are the par-

ents of two children...Heather-10; 

Hayden-8 and the family reside in 

Edenburg, Virginial 

 

Our congregation honored Pastor 

Mark on Sunday, October 20th 

following the worship service for 

Pastor Appreciation Month.  He 

was presented with a basket of 

appreciation cards and monetary 

gifts.  The cake was inscribed 

“Happy Pastor Appreciation 

Month-Pastor Mark” and was 

decorated in fall flowers and a 

cross on a brown icing back-

ground.  Light refreshments and 

drinks were provided. 

 
Kimberly and Robbie Jenkins 

proudly announced the birth of a 

daughter on September 23rd at 

WMHS.  They named their first 

tax exemption Kadence Nicole 

and she will answer to “Kady”!  

The baby tipped the scales at 9 

pounds - 2 ounces.  The Jenkins 

family reside in the Knobley Road 

area.  The happy grandparents 

are Jim and Sandy Pague and 

equally happy are the great aunt 

and uncle...Carol and Al Lantz.  

Our congratulations to “Kady’s” 

kinfolks...the Jenkins, Pague and 

Lantz families! 

 

The 2013 All County Junior and 

Senior Choruses performed 

Wednesday, November 13th in 

fort Hill High School auditoriums.  

Chris McCabe led the 100-plus 

member junior chorus.  The local 

newspaper reported…”Chirs is a 

local fixture as a pianist, vocalist, 

music educator, church musician 

and theatrical director”...now we  

knew all this and more...he is a 
chef and seamstress, too!  We are 

really fortunate to have Chris as 

our organist/choir director!  Con-

gratulations, Chris...we heard it 

was a great evening. 

 

Annie Oakley (AKA Andi Liller) was 

in Jackson, Ohio the weekend of 

November 17th which was the 

reason for their absence from 

church on that date!  The couple 

were in the backwoods of Ohio on 

a deer hunting trip.  Annie (oops! 

Andi) brought down a 15 point 

(non typical) buck, which tipped 

the scales at approximately 150 

pounds.  Our Andi dropped him 

the hard way...with a BOW & AR-

ROW!  Bet Annie Oakley never did 

this feat, she always used a gun.  

Congratulations Andi...Scott is 

proud of you...really he is!!  There 

will be plenty of venison in the 

Liller freezer this winter! 

 

Sunday, November 24th, 24 shoe 

boxes for Operation Christmas 

Child filled by members of our con-

gregation, wee placed on the altar 
by Connor, Trevor, Brendon 

McCabe, Hannah and Karl Eriks-

son.  After the blessing and the 

remainder of the worship service, 

they were taken by Chris McCabe 

to the collecting church.  Our ap-

preciation to those who partici-

pated in this worthwhile cause. 

 



For those in our congregation that 

didn’t attend our Thanksgiving eve 

service truly missed a service of a 

lifetime...our first and only!  The 

service was called THANKSGIVK-

KAH...the combination of Thanks-

giving and Hanukkah, the Jewish 

holiday.  This combination won’t 

happen again for over 70,000 

years, so now you know you 
missed an unusual worship hour! 

We sat at tables covered with pas-

tel cloths and centered with ce-

ramic pumpkins.  Also on the ta-

bles were 2 dishes filled with Her-

shey kisses beside a 6 sided 

miniature dreidel (spinning top).  

There were some of us who could-

n’t spin it correctly. 

The Jewish story was read by Chris 

McCabe, Sue Dill, Andi Liller, and 

Greg Lewis.  Then the game was 

played called “Dreidel”.  The 

kisses were divided among the 

players, with each person putting 

one kiss back in the bowl.  Then 

each took a turn at spinning the 

Dreidel and whatever side it came 

to rest on, you either put in or took 

out the number of kisses the chart 

said. 

Pastor Mark lit the Shamash (8 

candles) as the church members 

(optional) offered thanks for their 

blessings.  Following the closing 

hymn, the parishioners went to 

the altar to place their offering 

and moved into a time of fellow-

ship.  Donuts, drinks and candy 
were served buffet style.   

Our appreciation to Chris McCabe 

and Pastor Mark for preparing and 

organizing the unusual worship 

service.  It was quite the experi-

ence! 

 

For the month of November our 

Youth Group held a food/money 

collection for the Food Pantry in 

memory of the late Bill Gilpin who 

did this prior to his illness.  At the 

end of their tribute, the youth col-

lected a total of 259 food items 

and $220 in cash for the pantry!  

The group extends their apprecia-

tion to the congregation for their 

generosity towards their project.  

Thank you!! 
 

During the worship hour on Sun-

day, December 8th the Youth 

Group members made a beautiful 

blanket for Arlene Forebeck who 

was in the hospital in Morgantown 

for surgery.  On behalf of the class 

Hannah and Karl Eriksson, along 

with Phyllis Alban presented to her 

daughter, Vicki Larrick, to take to 

her.  Our appreciation to our 

“kids” for this great project! 

The Woodmen of the World sin-

cerely appreciate the installation 
of their5 beautiful new outdoor 

light fixtures.  They purchased 

them and our handyman, Al Lantz, 

installed them for the lodge.  They 

look great, Al!  Later he received 

the following note:  Mr. Lantz:  On 

behalf of the members of Chapter 

6 Woodmen of the World, we 

thank you for the installation of 

the new outside lights on the build-

ing, plus taking out the old ones.  

This sure did make an improve-

ment to the building and we really 

appreciate your willingness and 

hard work.  You and your co-

workers of Living Word have really 

been hard workers in keeping our 

building and grounds looking extra 

nice and we thank you all.  Frater-
nally, Calista Sommerkamp; Vice 

President of Chapter 6, Woodmen 

of the World and members. 

 

“Christmas Changes Everything”, 

the cantata presented at the 

LaVale United Methodist Church, 

on Sunday, December 15th was a 

great story!  The costumes were 

beautiful and the handmade props 

were superb!  Two choral selections 

were given by the combined choirs 

of the host church and our choir.  

The other carols sung by our choir 

were “Then Sings My Soul”, “Ready 

Waiting”, and “Carol of the Kings”.  

Our choir members, under the di-

rection of Chris McCabe, were Pas-

tor Mark, Mary Kay Fanelli, Carol 

Lantz, Paula McIntosh, Don 

Squires, Bob & Kay Chaney, Paul & 

Lori Eriksson, Connor, Trevor, Bren-

don & Karen McCabe.  The Satur-

day evening performance was can-

celled due to the weather.  LWLC 

had an excellent representation at 

the Sunday performance. 

 

The children’s glove, hat, and scarf 
Christmas Tree was filled by our 

generous congregation.  A total of 

27 scarves, 22 hats, 16 pr. Gloves 

and 22 sets of hat and gloves, 

were delivered to Parkside Elemen-

tary School by Karen McCabe for 

distribution to the children in need.  

They were to go to John Humbird 

School, which is in our area, but 
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they informed us another church 

made the donation.  Thanks to all 

those that contributed! 

 

December 22nd was full of activ-

ity.  Following the worship hour 

everyone enjoyed celebrating 

Wanda Lewis’ 80th birthday.  The 

family provided a large decorated 

sheet cake and drinks.  Happy 
Birthday, Wanda, and many more 

to you! 

During the worship hour, 20 

quilts made by our quilting group 

were blessed and delivered to 

the Union Rescue Mission for 

their use.  Phyllis Alban and her 

talented quilters are to be com-

mended on this very excellent 

project. 

Following these activities the con-

gregation meeting was held to 

approve the 2014 budget pro-

posal and constitution. 

 

The Christmas Eve service was 

held at 7PM and again the 

McCabe family did a beautiful job 

with the lighting décor.  Quart jars 

holding a candle lined the circu-

lar driveway.  In the hall, small 

wrought-iron chandeliers held a 

lit candle with four floor lamps 

that cascaded their light toward 

the ceiling.  It was a very cold 

evening and those who attended 

were treated to a joyful service of 

the birth of our Savior, Jesus 
Christ...the Reason for the Sea-

son! 

 

During the worship hour on Janu-

ary 19th the youth presented a 

blanket to Wanda Lewis to give to 

her son-in-law, George Varndell, 

who has suffered several strokes.  

Under the leadership of Phyllis 

Alban the youth present who 

made 

the pres-

entation 

wee An-

nabeth 

and 

Corolynn 

Hughes, 

Hannah 

and Karl 

Eriksson.  

George, 

the hus-

band of 

the for-

mer Lisa 

Lewis, is 

recuper-

ating at 
their 

home in 

Garrett County. 

 

During the same worship service, 

the 12 council members were 

installed for 2014 by Pastor 

Mark.  The council is composed 

of:  Andi Liller-president, Kim 

Henson-vice president, Susan 

Weems-secretary, Vicki Larrick-

treasurer, Karen and Chris 

McCabe, Al Lantz, Sadie Koser, 

Jim Squires, Jr. and Harry “Gene” 

Cave. 

 

Our congratulations to Caitlin 

Squires, daughter of Jim and Lori, 

who received the WCBC’s Jim 

Robey Achievement Scholarship 
for study at Allegany College of 

Maryland in the current 2013/14 

academic year.  The ACM Foun-

dation made the announcement 

recently where Caitlin is a com-

munications arts major.  She is a 

graduate of fort Hill High School, 

class of 2012.  Caitlin was one of 

14 tri-state area residents to re-

ceive a scholarship! 

 

Many of you are probably like me 

and didn’t know our communion 

wine is donated by the owner of a 

wine shop.  Pastor Mark made 

the announcement prior to our 

communion service on Sunday, 

February 16th as the generous 

donor, Omar Wassel, has been ill.  

Then the youth posed for a pic-

ture as they presented a blanket 

to Dick Keller to present to him, 

followed by a prayer by Pastor 

Mark. 

The following Sunday, Dick re-

ported that both he and Omar’s 

wife were very emotional when 

he received the blanket.  He said 

that he was having it hung on the 
wall where he could see it all the 

time! 

 

Sunday, February 23rd Shirley  

Valentine was surprised when 

Pastor marked helped her come 

forward as the youth presented 

her with one of their very popular 

blankets.  Presenters were Bren-

don and Trevor McCabe and Karl 



Eriksson.  Pastor Mark had a 

prayer remarking that Shirley has 

been in severe shoulder pain for 

quite a while. 

 

On Sunday evening, February 16th 

a group of volunteers met in the 

WOW building.  They brought a 

covered dish as they had dinner 

prior to making beautiful lami-
nated floral bookmarks for our 4th 

anniversary celebration in March. 

Those attending were Al & Carol 

Lantz, Andi & Scott Liller, Pat & 

Dick Keller, Kim & Lori Henson, 

Paul, Lori, Hannah & Karl Eriks-

son, Pastor Mark & Susan Dill, 

Chris, Karen, Connor, Trevor, & 

Brendon McCabe, Greg Lewis, 

Susan Hartman, Wanda Lewis, 

and Kay Chaney.  Our appreciation 

to all the workers! 

 

Connor James, grandson of Mike 

and Phyllis Alban, will graduate 

from Lady Bird Johnson High 

School on June 9th and his grand-

parents will be attending.  Connor 

has already been informed of his 

acceptance at Texas Lutheran Uni-

versity AND has been the recipient 

of a $100,000 PACESETTER 

SCHOLARSHIP AWARD!  The uni-

versity is located in Sequin, Texas, 

and Austin suburb, where Connor 

will be a theology major.  He is the 

son of Ron and Theresa James.  

The family resides in San Antonio, 

Texas.  Congratulations, Connor, 
from all the Living Word Luther-

ans! 

 

FOUR YEARS...TIME FLIES!  Living 

Word Lutheran Church celebrated 

our 4th anniversary on Sunday, 

March 2nd.  A momento, a hand-

made dried floral laminated book-

mark, was selected by each per-

son as they returned to their chair 

after communing.  The bookmarks 

were displayed on a tree for selec-

tion.  On the reverse side of the 

bookmarks were printed “Living 

Word Lutheran Church-4th Anni-

versary-March 2, 2014-Taking a 

Living Christ to a Dying World”.   

Following the worship hour the 

congregation enjoyed refresh-
ments.  The large sheet cake fea-

tured icing pastel ballons on a 

white background and was 

trimmed in pink.  The cake was 

inscribed “Happy 4th Anniversary-

LWLC”. 

 

First time great-grandparents, Joe 

and Paula McIntosh, were happy 

when granddaughter, Tanya and 

Bryan Palmer announced the birth 

of their first heir, Hunter Lane on  

Monday, March 3rd!  Hunter de-

cided to enter the world a month 

premature, weighing 5 punds-10 

ounces.  Everyone is rejoicing at 

his untimely birth and the Palmer 

family are back home in Garrett 

County! 

 

The Allegany County Retired 

School Personnel met March 6th 

at the Ali Ghan Shrine Club.  Their 

afternoon enter-

tainment was our 

Chris McCabe 

(also Artistic Direc-

tor at the Cumber-

land Theater) who 
presented a pro-

gram of Irish Mu-

sic! 

 

The Ash Wednes-

day service was 

preceded by a cov-

ered dish dinner 

attended by ap-

proximately25 church members.  

After the preparation and imposi-

tion of ashes, confession and 

absolution, the service was 

“Broken Hearts Restored”. 

The Lenten services area a vari-

ety of “Broken” items being 

“Restored”.  Plan on attending 

our covered dish dinners and/or 

our interesting Lenten Services.  
Choir rehearsals will follow the 

Wednesday Lenten services. 

 

Pat Counihan is a great-

grandmother for the first time 

when her grandson, Josh and 

wife Alicia Counihan, proudly 

announced the birth of a son on 

February 27th!  Deacon Chad, 

their first heir, tipped the scales 

at 6 pounds-15 ounces and is 

the grandson of Chad and Katie 

Counihan.  Both the parents and 

grandparents reside in Charlotte, 

North Carolina.  Congratulations 

to the three generations of 

Counihan’s! 

 

Thought for the Season: 
“f we follow God’s 
lead...we will arrive 
where God wants us to 
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P.O. Box 1825 

Cumberland, MD 21502 

Meeting at 801 Virginia Avenue   

  

Pastor Mark C. Dill 

LivingWordCumberland@gmail.com 
301-777-0000 

March Events 

Sun 3/23 -  8:45 a.m. - Adult Bible Study 

 10 a.m. - Worship 

 Council Meeting Following Worship 

  

Sun 3/30-  8:45 a.m. - Adult Bible Study 

 10 a.m. - Worship 

 Bakesale following worship 

 

Wednesdays  3/27, 4/2, 4/9 

 6:00 p.m. - Potluck Dinner 

 7:00 p.m. -Lenten Worship 

 Choir following worrship 

 

April Events 

Sun 4/6 -  8:45 a.m. - Adult Bible Study 

 10 a.m. - Worship 

 Sunday School following worship 

 

Sun 4/13-  8:45 a.m. - Adult Bible Study 

 10 a.m. - Worship 

 Youth Group & Easer Egg Hunt following worship 

 

Sun 4/20-8:45 a.m. - Adult Bible Study 

 10 a.m. - Easter Worship 

L I V I N G  W O R D  

L U T H E R A N  C H U R C H  

Taking a Living Christ to a Dying World 

2 - Kristi Hughes 

3 - Evelyn Pague 

7 - Annabeth Hughes 

16 - Adrian Weems 

20 - Vicki Larrick 

20 - Mike Burkey 

23 - Melva Friedland 

26 - Nathanael Dill 

27 - Eleanor Stotler  

March Birthdays 

March Anniversaries 

8 - Chris and Karen McCabe 

11 - Ann and Mike Burkey  

Also find us at: 

www.LivingWordCumberland.org 

7 - Ann Burkey 

11 - Heather Dill Faust 

12 - Scott Liller 

13 - Karen McCabe 

14 - Sandi Pague 

15 - Steve Chaney 

15 - Dick Keller 

24 - Shirley Nolan 

27 - Andi Liller  

April Birthdays 

April Anniversaries 

10 - Dick and Pat Keller 

17 - Dave and Vicki Larrick 

17 - Clay and Eleanor Stotler  


