
As Advent is drawing to 

a close, we are coming 

closer to the celebration 

of Christmas (Christ 

coming to us) and 

closer to the day of Je-

sus’ return (Christ coming to 

us again). As we anxiously 

wait in this in-between time, 

the words of Martin Luther 

remind us that while we are 

waiting for him to come to us 

… he has already invited us 

to come to him. 

 
“Behold Christ, lying in the lap of 

his young mother, still a virgin … 

See how God invites you in many 

ways. He places before you a 

Babe with whom you may take 

refuge. You cannot fear him, for 

nothing is more appealing to 

man than a babe. Are you af-

frighted? Then come to him, ly-

ing in the lap of the fairest and 

sweetest maid. You will see how 

great is the divine goodness, 

which seeks above all else that 

you should not despair. Trust 

him! Trust him! Here is the Child 

in whom is salvation. To me there 

is no greater consolation given to 

mankind than this, that Christ be-

came man, a child, a babe, play-

ing in the lap and at the breasts 

of this most gracious mother … 

Now is overcome the power of 

sin, death, hell, conscience, and 

guilt, if you come to this gurgling 

Babe and believe that he is come, 

not to judge you, but to save.” 
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LLR is a ministry for lay people and con-

ducted by lay people. The primary goal is to 

help people and churches grow and revitalize 

their ministries. LLR is “learning how to share 

God’s love with fellow Lutherans and discover-

ing or re-discovering ways to share 

HIS Love in everyday life.” It is a 

weekend ‘happening’ (retreat) to 

help members think about their 

relationship with Jesus Christ. It is 

sharing, talking, listening, awak-

ening, singing, experiencing… (NOT  boring.) It 

is a way to help people in their faith journey - to 

grow in Christian discipleship and develop their 

personal relationship with Jesus Christ. 

LUTHERAN LAY RENEWAL  

Coming Among Us on March 6-7-8, 2015  

 

The usual outcome of a LLR weekend is a 

new feeling of Christian love and fellowship 

among the congregational participants, and a 

new or renewed commitment to Jesus Christ. 

 

Start praying daily for the success of 

this weekend, and be sure to set 

aside this time on your calendar so 

you can fully participate in this won-

derful opportunity. And be open to 

God’s leading so that you may offer assistance 

to Kim Henson (our General Chairperson and 

coordinator for our weekend experience.) 

From Living Word Quilters: 

 

Thank you for supporting our quilt ministry with our 

recent quilt raffle.  With the proceeds from the raffle, 

we will be able to buy enough supplies to continue this 

ministry for another year   This ministry gives us the 

opportunity to share our blessings by reaching out to 

people in our community and beyond. Through this 

ministry I have witnessed the power of faith and the 

willingness to serve others. I believe this is what God 

is calling our church family to do. May we continue to 

hear his call and listen to his words. 

 

Blessings, Phyllis and all my quilting friends 



V o l u m e  5 ,  I s s u e  4  P a g e  3  

N e w s  C o n c e r n i n g  o u r  C o n g r e g a t i o n  

B y  S a d i e  K o s e r  

 

Pastor Mark took part of his 

vacation on Sunday, August 

31st.  We had an excellent 

backup with Greg Lewis, presid-

ing minister and Paul Eriksson 

delivering the sermon.  Vicki 

Larrick had the children’s mes-

sage.  The “kids” really enjoyed 

the cookies from her surprise 

bag! 

The other participants were: Al 

Lantz, councilman, giving the 

opening prayer; Becky McIntyre 

was the assisting minister (also 

our communion bread baker) 

with Don and Marsha Squires 

as communion assistants. 

 

Christopher Keller is a junior at 

Allegany High School and is a 

member of the Campers foot-

ball team!  Christopher is #64 

and fills the positions of tackle 

and defensive tackle.  A goal of 

a successful season for the 

Blue and White Alco team was 

achieved when they made it to 

the playoffs!  He is the son of 

Rich and grandson of Pat and 

Dick Keller. 

 

The Weems purchased a home 

in Corriganville and they have 

made the move from Frostburg.  

For those who use our church 

directory (I often refer to it), 

their new address is:  11416 

Kline Drive NW, Cumberland, 

MD  21502.  May you, Adrian, 

Susan, and family, enjoy your 

new home for many years! 

 

The ladies room is decorated 

for the appropriate season by 

Sondra Cave.  It was a patri-

otic theme for the summer 

and then carried the beautiful 

autumn colors and accesso-

ries for fall.  The small potted 

fall arrangements at the nar-

thex steps with the same type 

of autumn arrangements on 

the fellowship hall tables are 

provided by Kay Chaney.  We 

express our appreciation to 

Kay and Sondra for their time 

and talents on those two ar-

eas of the building. 

 

The first Sunday-School ses-

sion was held on September 

21st.  Pastor Mark was a clown 

with the children guessing 

what his next piece of attire 

would be.  Then he portrayed 

Noah, filling the ark with pairs 

of animals being imperson-

ated by the children and a few 

adults.  The narrator was 

Susan Dill, very well done!  

The youngsters colored pic-

tures of the ark and the ani-

mals, and then refreshments 

were served.  A great story and 

special effects by Pastor Mark 

and Susan! 

 

The hoagie sale was a very 

successful outreach program 

for our church…thanks to 

Carol Lantz for the idea.  The 

congregation sold 235 hoa-

gies with the profit, after ex-

penses, being $585.  This 

meant more shoe boxes for 

the Operation Christmas Child 

program.  We express our ap-

preciation to Carol, the many 

helpers and the 2 couples 

(friends of the Lantz’s) who vol-

unteered their teaching ser-

vices.  They have had many 

hoagie sales in their church.  

We are fortunate to have a co-

operating congregation with our 

projects. 

 

All 3 of the McCabe sons were 

in the production of “The Leg-

end of Sleepy Hollow, A Musical 

Tale” at the New Embassy 

Theater several days during Oc-

tober.  Connor portrayed Ich-

abod Crane, Brendon portrayed 

Brom Bones, while Trevor was 

a member of the cast. 

That same month at the same 

theater, Trevor held a lead roll 

in “Annabelle Broom, The Un-

happy Witch”.  Meanwhile, 

Chris was busy being musical 

director for “Happy Days” at the 

Cumberland Theater.  The 

McCabe family is talented!! 

 

October 12th was “Pastor Ap-

preciation Sunday”.  Following 

the worship hour, refreshments 

were served in the fellowship 

hall.  A chocolate icing sheet 

cake with a white cross and in-

scribed “Thank You Pastor 

Mark” centered the table.  A 

variety of goodies surrounded 

the cake which was served by 

Andi Liller.  A heart shaped 

wicker basket held cards from 

the congregation. 



 

The yard, rummage and bake 

sale was held on Saturday, Oc-

tober 18th.  The weather was a 

bit chilly with a few sprinkles.  

The remaining adult clothes 

were packed in bags for Becky 

McIntyre to take to Trinity Lu-

theran Church (Hagerstown) to 

give to the homeless.  The yard 

sale leftovers were taken to 

Goodwill. 

The August rummage sale and 

the final combined sales to-

taled $350, with 10% ($85) 

given to Phyllis Alban for the 

food pantry project.  NOTE:  Re-

member to save items for a 

yard/rummage sale in 2015! 

The next day after worship, 

Phyllis and Mike took Hannah 

Eriksson and Annabeth Hughes 

for lunch at Ci-Ci’s Pizza.  Then 

they went shopping for food 

items for the food pantry using 

the $85!  80 items were pur-

chased and dedicated on Sun-

day, November 2nd in memory 

of the late Bill Gilpin as the 

food pantry program meant so 

much to him. 

 

A special thank-you to Mike 

and Phyllis for having Plexiglas 

cut to fit the beautiful stand in 

the communion preparation 

room to protect the top surface. 

 

The 7 month old son of Bryan 

and Tanya Palmer was baptized 

on Sunday, November 2nd by 

Pastor Mark.  Hunter Lane’s 

godparents were Tanya’s sister, 

Lauren and husband, David 

Growden.  About 20 family 

members enjoyed dinner and 

gave Hunter gifts at the Sand 

Springs Restaurant, Frostburg. 

 

Annabeth Hughes, daughter of 

Kristi and Ray, made the first 9 

weeks Principal Honor Roll at 

Frost Elementary School.  Anna-

beth is in the 3rd grade! 

 

Stafford’s Market, Industrial 

Blvd., gave Dick Keller a dozen 

potted mum plants in a variety 

of colors and several cabbage 

plants.  Dick and Al Lantz 

planted the mums at the fence 

of the parking lot and around 

the church.  Next fall LWLC will 

be surrounded in beautiful col-

ored moms.  Thanks, Staf-

ford’s! 

 

Carol Lantz reported that she 

and Al filled 18 shoeboxes with 

the money realized from the 

hoagie sale.  The congregation 

filled 27 more shoeboxes for a 

total of 45 that were taken to 

Grace Community Church for 

them to ship.  Our appreciation 

to our members for supporting 

the hoagie sale and the shoe-

box project! 

 

Our sincere appreciation to 

Becky McIntyre for making the 

gift bags for those who attend 

our church for the first time 

and given to them by the ush-

ers.  Becky writes a note:  

“Thank you for poppin’ in on us!”  

In the small bag is a bag of pop-

corn to microwave, tablet, pen, 

mints and the church schedule.  

Our sincere thanks to Becky for 

coming up with this excellent 

idea!! 

 

The Quilt Group raffled a Christ-

mas quilt made by Stacey 

McIntosh which netted $400.  

The quilt was won by Sue Stot-

ler, sister of Marsha Squires.  

The money will be used to pur-

chase quilt material.  A portion 

will be used to purchase hats 

and gloves for the Christmas 

tree in the narthex. 

 

On Sunday, November 23rd, 15 

children’s bags were dedicated 

and returned to the Salvation 

Army.  Our appreciation to Deb-

bie Lafferty who filled 5 bags 

and to Sherrie Cook’s daughter, 

Lisa, a Frederick resident, who 

mailed 2 large bags filled with a 

variety of toys and stuffed ani-

mals to donate to the Salvation 

Army. 

 

On the same Sunday, Pastor 

Mark held a ceremony for those 

who were joining LWLC.  Our 

new members are Susan Hart-

man, Mike and Stacey McIntosh, 

Tanya (McIntosh) Palmer, Char-

lene VanMeter, and Willare 

“Moon” and Peggy Young.  Char-

lene is the mother of Stacey.  

N e w s  o f  o u r  C o n g r e g a t i o n  c o n t i n u e d  
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We welcome them to our con-

gregation and invite them to 

our programs! 

 

Carolyn Hughes, daughter of 

Kristi and Ray, had her picture 

in the newspaper with other 

Frost Elementary School stu-

dents for participating in activi-

ties while collecting canned 

food items.  The food items 

were presented to the Frost-

burg Food Pantry.  Carolyn is a 

member of the fist grade! 

 

At 7 o’clock Sunday evening, 

November 23rd, a Thanksgiv-

ing service was held.  The altar 

had a beautiful arrangement 

of pumpkins, wheat, and an 

old fashioned lantern with a 

large filled cornucopia.  The 

display was created by the tal-

ented Chris McCabe.  The ser-

vice was for sharing thanksgiv-

ing blessings by those attend-

ing.  It was an informal sharing 

enjoyed by everyone. 

 

Sunday, November 30th, the 

service was about decorating 

the altar tree with the hand-

made Chrismons.  After Pastor 

Mark and Greg Lewis read 

scripture pertaining to that 

particular Chrismon, a mem-

ber of the congregation and 

the children came forward and 

placed their Chrismon on the 

tree.  The Chrismons are stare, 

rose, manger, light of the 

world, dove, name of Jesus, 

fish, lamb and shepherd, 

cross, anchor, Trinity, lily, but-

terfly, Alpha and Omega, and 

crown.  After all the Chrismons 

were on the tree, the clear 

miniature lights came on.  We 

now have a beautiful Chris-

mon decorated tree to enjoy 

for the holidays! 

 

“A Charlie Brown Christmas” 

will be performed at the New 

Embassy Theater from Decem-

ber 11th through today…the 

21st.  It is presented by Front 

and Center Stage and Chris 

McCabe is the music director! 

 

At Homecoming, Fort Hill de-

feated Allegany 26-8.  The 

Sentinels then won the next 3 

playoff games and met Doug-

lass on Saturday, December 

6th at M&T Stadium in Balti-

more.  The Big Red Team de-

feated the Ducks, 40-8 for the 

State Championship, their sec-

ond in a row.  The weather 

was for “ducks” as it rained 

the entire game. 

I believe one of the greatest 

fans for the Sentinels is 

“Moon” Young!  He attends 

every game…and it doesn’t 

matter what Mother Nature 

decides to do.  “Moon” at-

tended the championship 

game and said that he never 

got up from his dry seat until 

the game was history!  Many 

of the fans from the congrega-

tion enjoyed the game from 

their recliners as it was tele-

vised “live” on channel 20! 

 

A special thank you to those 

who decorated the building on 

Sunday, December 7th follow-

ing worship hour, for the 

Christmas season:  Sondra 

Cave (ladies bathroom), Becky 

& Bob McIntyre, Mike & Phyllis 

Alban, Scott & Andi Liller, Don 

& Marsha Squires, Ken & Bon-

nie Keller, Pat Counihan, Pat 

Keller, and Chris McCabe.  

Some of the decorations were 

donated by members while the 

new decorations were pur-

chased with several members 

giving cash donations. 

 

Kay Chaney has provided the 

Christmas table centerpieces 

and the poinsettias for the 

window vases in the fellowship 

hall.  Thanks, Kay! 

 

On Sunday, December 7th, 32 

quilts were displayed on the 

altar with the dedication held 

during the worship hour.  On 

December 10th, Mike and 

Phyllis Alban delivered 26 to 

the Salvation Army for families 

in need.  Six quilts were deliv-

ered to City Reach, a new drug 

rehab residence, by Susan Dill.  

Phyllis reported that since the 

Quilting Group started in Sep-

tember 2011, 271 quilts have 

been made and donated.  

Great job ladies…and a few 

men!!! 

 

As this is the last newsletter 



for 2014, I want to personally 

thank the Helping Hands Crew 

that maintains the cleaning of 

the entire building.  Those who 

have helped when they were 

“free” on a selected Tuesday 

are:  Mike & Phyllis Alban, Ann 

Burkey, Gene & Sondra Cave, 

Bob & Kay Chaney, Pat Couni-

han, Mary K Fanelli, Kim & Lora 

Henson, Dick & Pat Keller, Ken 

& Bonnie Keller, Al & Carol 

Lantz, Paula McIntosh, Pete & 

Pat Robb, Lori Squires, Wayne 

& Joyce Smith, and Moon & 

Peggy Young.  You are the 

greatest helpers!!! 

I also want to thank the Yard 

Crew who keep the property 

looking better than before are:  

Gene Cave, Dick Keller, Al 

Lantz, Mike & Phyllis Alban, 

and our faithful “weed puller” 

Debbie Lafferty who occasion-

ally had Ann Burkey as a 

helper! 

 

Tuesday, December 9th, the last 

building cleaning for 2014 was 

completed by only 6 members:  

Peggy & Moon Young, Bonnie 

Keller, Paula McIntosh, Sadie 

Koser, and Joe McIntosh who 

volunteered “in a pinch”.  Our 

regular crew was unavailable 

due to previous plans, ill at 

home, had surgery in the hospi-

tal and/or doctor appoint-

ments.  Hopefully, the Helping 

Hands Crew will be in better 

shape for January’s cleaning! 

Many of the men listed above 

also help with repairs and other 

jobs in the building, for this our 

appreciation to you as well! 

 

Several children went with 

Phyllis Alban and Lori Eriksson 

on Saturday, December 13th 

shopping for hats and gloves 

for the narthex tree.  They had 

$85 from the quilt raffle and 

$40 from the hoagie sale to 

pay for their purchases.  Those 

attending were Annabeth, Caro-

lyn and William Hughes, Han-

nah Eriksson, and Isabella, 

Olivia and Chris-

tian Franken-

berry. 

They selected 

17 hat & glove 

pairs to be pro-

vided to needy 

children in our 

area.  When 

they left the 

store they had 

$3 left and de-

cided to put it in 

the Salvation Army kettle!  

The group returned to church 

and hung their gifts on the 

tree while baby Luke, Mathew 

and Amanda Frankenberry 

looked on. 

 

 
Thoughts for the Season: 

“May we always keep a lit-

tle of the Christmas spirit 

tucked away in our hearts!” 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

21 
1:00 Caroling 

22 23 24 
7:00 PM 

Christmas 

Eve Ser-

vice 

25 26 27 

28 
8:45 Adult Bible Study 

10:00 Worship 

11:15 Sunday School 

29 30 31    

December 2014 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 
8:45 Adult Bible Study 

10:00 Worship 

11:15 Sunday School 

5 6 7 
 

 

7:00 Choir 

8 9 10 

11 
8:45 Adult Bible Study 

10:00 Worship 

11:15 Sunday School 

12 13 14 
 

 

7:00 Choir 

15 16 17 

18 
8:45 Adult Bible Study 

10:00 Worship 

11:15 Sunday School 

19 20 21 
 

 

7:00 Choir 

22 23 24 

25 
8:45 Adult Bible Study 

10:00 Worship 

11:15 Sunday School 

26 27 28 
 

 

7:00 Choir 

29 30 31 

January 2015 



P.O. Box 1825 

Cumberland, MD 21502 

Meeting at 800 Hill Top Drive  

  

Pastor Mark C. Dill 

LivingWordCumberland@gmail.com 
301-777-0000 

 

L I V I N G  W O R D  

L U T H E R A N  C H U R C H  

Taking a Living Christ to a Dying World 

5 - Kayla Chaney 

11 - Mildred Deter 

11 - Wanda Lewis 

15 - Pat Counihan 

15 - Susan Weems 

20 - Gene Cave 

23 - Ken Keller 

23 - Sharon Snyder 

23 - Adam Weems 

27 - Dave Larrick 

30 - Mike Alban  

December Birthdays 

December Anniversaries 

16 - Dave and Sharon Snyder  

Also find us at: 

www.LivingWordCumberland.org 

 

 

 

Please continue to keep the following 

people in your prayers this month… 

 

Arlene and Harry Foreback  

Clay and Eleanor Stotler 

Helen Goodrich  

Louise Gilpin 

Jeanora Hare 

Tanya Palmer 

Bob and Kay Chaney 

Dave and Vicki Larrick 

 

 

 
 

P r a y e r  L i s t  

5 - Peggy Robb 

9 - Carol Lantz 

9 - Jim Squires, Jr. 

18 - Christopher Keller 

22 - Bonnie Keller 

24 - Louise Gilpin 

24 - William Hughes 

27 - Shirley Valentine  

January Birthdays 

January Anniversaries 

None 


