
Commission belongs to 

each congregation, 

and if we don’t do 

something about it, we 

may miss out on what 

the Lord is doing in our 

generation.” 

 

That has always been 

the main mission of 

the Church! Just be-

fore Jesus‟ ascension 

to heaven he said, “Go 

and make disciples…” 

If we fail to fulfill that 

mission, the Church 

will die. But even more 

important is this fact – 

if we fail to fulfill that 

mission, people will 

die, for eternity! Don‟t 

miss out on what the 

Lord is doing in our 

generation. He is call-

ing for revival and He 

is raising up missionar-

ies who will spread the 

Good News of the Gos-

pel to Africa, to Asia, 

and even as far away 

as to their next door 

neighbors.  

 

We are quickly ap-

proaching the greatest 

celebration in the 

Church, the celebra-

tion of Jesus‟ Resur-

This past Mon-

day (March 28th) 

I drove for three 

hours to get to 

Trinity Lutheran 

Church in Joppa, 

MD and I drove 

for three hours 

to return home. 

Why did I go? 

To attend a meeting 

that lasted to one and 

one half hours. 

Was it worth it? Abso-

lutely! 

 

This was the second 

meeting of the MAP 

Conference (Mid-

Atlantic Pastors Con-

ference). Two months 

ago about fifteen LCMC 

pastors decided to get 

together in order to 

meet one another. 

There were pastors 

from Maryland, Penn-

sylvania, New Jersey, 

and Virginia present. 

Our „meeting‟ lasted 

for one and one half 

hours – but we contin-

ued to share with one 

another over lunch (for 

the next three hours). 

It was a great time of 

collegiality and sup-

port, so we decided to 

do it again. Trinity Lu-

theran Church, north-

east of Baltimore and 

just off of I-95, is cen-

trally located for those 

of us travelling the far-

thest – so it was deter-

mined that this would 

be a good meeting 

spot. 

 

This past Monday 

about 20 pastors 

(LCMC, NALC, and 

other Orthodox Evan-

gelicals), along with 

approximately 10 lay 

leaders met again. 

Pastor Mark Vander 

Tuig was also present. 

Mark is the Service Co-

ordinator for LCMC and 

lives in Altoona, Iowa. 

He came to meet us, 

to welcome us, and to 

inspire us. Mark says, 

“I travel all over the 

United States and even 

to other continents, 

and I am always 

amazed by the genu-

ine faith and sincere 

desire on the part of 

people to serve Jesus 

and to advance the 

Gospel. People every-

where are catching the 

vision that the Great 
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Please continue to keep the fol-

lowing people in your prayers 

this month… 

 

Arlene and Harry Foreback 

Judy and Bob Hutcheson 

Kenny and Sadie Koser 

Evelyn Pague 

Clay and Eleanor Stotler 

P r a y e r  L i s t  
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W o r l d  B u i l d i n g  

rection – and let‟s face it… 

without this event the 

Church would not even exist! 

So, make sure you are 

spreading the Good News of 

life in Jesus Christ to every-

one you meet. Make sure 

you are a missionary, and 

that you are following the 

command of Jesus Christ. 

Make sure you don‟t miss 

out on what the Lord is do-

ing in our generation! 

Pastoral Ponderings… 

Continued from Page 1 

As you may know, there have been 

discussions recently concerning the 

use of the Woodmen of the World 

Building.  Al Lantz, the Tam Leader 

of the Ministry of Stewarding has 

contacted Sadie Koser, our liaison 

with Woodmen of the World and we 

have been given the following Guide-

lines: 

 

No one from Living Word is to be in 

the building other than: 

 

1. Sunday Morning Worship and 

Bible Study. 

2. Sunday Evening Covered Dish 

and Lenten Service. 

3. Choir Rehearsal - 1 to 1.5 hours 

(no rental for this function at the 

present time). 

4. Any Special Worship Services 

that have been approved by 

Council and Woodmen of the 

World. 

 

Any changes or requests must be 

brought to Al so that he can obtain 

Council approval.  Permission must 

then be granted by Woodmen of the 

World for the use of the building for 

anything other than the church func-

tions listed above. 

 

Chris has access to the building to 

change paraments, etc., and the use 

of the building is required for mainte-

nance to the building, mowing grass, 

etc.  We have obtained authorization 

for the use of the building for Council 

and/or Committee Meetings as well 

as the Annual Meeting held immedi-

ately following our worship services 

on Sunday only. 

 

We have parked vehicles on the 

parking lot when car-pooling to other 

functions and have permission to do 

so but cannot park in the front of the 

building, using the parking lot, only.  

However, we will not abuse the privi-

lege. 

 

It is important to remember that the 

building is not our building, that we 

are renting and are responsible to 

Woodmen of the World and activities 

covered by our insurance.  The Offi-

cers of Woodmen of the World have 

been very gracious and generous 

with regard to our requests and we 

would like to continue this relation-

ship for as long as it is necessary. 

 

Should you have any questions, 

please contact Al Lantz or Earl File. 
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Series Part 3…..Bible Study Helps Get into the Word! 

How to Improve your Personal Bible 

Study 
By Dr. Ralph F. Wilson 

Author of the Jesus Walk® Bible Study 

Series (www.jesuswalk.com) 

Used by permission 

 

Get a Good Translation 
One of the keys to learning the Bible is 

to get a good translation.  You know, of 

course, that the Bible wasn’t written in 

English, but in Hebrew (and a bit of Ara-

maic) in the Old Testament and Greek 

in the New Testament.  A translation 

tries to render the original language into 

clear, accurate English.  There are two 

types of translations: 

 

1. Literal word-for-word translation.  

This makes for accuracy, but can be 

pretty wooden to read out loud.  A 

good example of this type is the 

New American Standard Bible. 

2. Dynamic thought -for-thought corre-

spondence.  Here the translator 

takes a thought in the original lan-

guage and tries to translate it into 

the same concept in good English, 

without being tied to the exact 

words in the original.  A good exam-

ple of this might be Today’s English 

Version (TEV). 

 

The best study Bible contains a balance 

of both.  You want a careful, accurate 

translation, but one that reads easily 

and clearly for family devotions or public 

worship. 

 

Another issue is the underlying Greek 

and Hebrew text.  The KJV translators 

worked with the best texts available to 

them in 1611, but in the last 150 

years we have gained a much more 

accurate understanding of what the 

original text must have been.  Nearly 

all modern translations are enriched by 

the translators working from the most 

accurate Greek and Hebrew texts pos-

sible. 

 

Here are some of the most popular 

English translations.  Your church or 

tradition may have a particular prefer-

ence, but any one of these might be a 

good choice for you: 

 

 The King James Version (KJV, 

1611) is, of course, the grand-

daddy of our English Bibles.  For 

its day it as a very accurate trans-

lation and is still used in many 

congregations today.  In 1984, the 

New King James Version (NKJV) 

was published as a whole Bible by 

Thomas Nelson.  Translators mod-

ernized the language of archaic 

words substantially and removed 

most of the “thee’s and thou’s,” 

through the original language ba-

sis remained the same as the KJV 

of 1611.  For churches with a 

strong King James tradition, the 

NKJV is a popular alternative. 

 The New International Version (NIV) 

was first translated as a whole Bi-

ble by evangelical scholars in 1973, 

with revisions in 1983 and 1988.  It 

is an excellent balance between 

readability and accuracy of transla-

tion.  For years it has been the most 

popular newer translation in the 

United States, especially among 

evangelical churches. 

 New American Standard Bible 

(NASB or NASV), translated by the 

Lockman Foundation, was pub-

lished in the whole Bible in 1971 

and revised in 1977.  Its big 

strength is its consistency in literally 

translating words and tenses.  It is 

known as a very accurate transla-

tion, though perhaps not as easy to 

read aloud as some others. 

 New Revised Standard Version 

(NRSV, 1989) and its predecessor 

the Revised Standard Version (RSV, 

1952) are careful translations in 

the King James tradition.  Several 

Protestant denominations prefer 

the NRSV.  It is both accurate and 

readable. 

 

Of course there are many other modern 

translations, many of them good for 

serious Bible study, too numerous to list 

here.  The Living Bible and The Mes-

sage are not translation, but para-

phrases.  They can be refreshing to read 

but aren’t good Bibles for careful study. 



Remember the cruise Scott and 

Andi Liller went on last month...she 

won the trip and several other gifts.  

At the Bass Pro Shop, Harrisburg, 

Pennsylvania she won a trip to Pi-

geon Forge, Tennessee.  On 

this trip the lucky lady won a 

42” flat screen television, 

$500 gift certificate and an 

iPod.  Andi said…”this is the 

first time I have been a win-

ner...oh! Not true...the first 

time was when I won Scott!!”  

(I’ll buy that!!) 

 

Congratulations to Jeremy 

Raley on his recent promo-

tion to Assistant Superintendent of 

the Shenandoah Board of Educa-

tion.  Jeremy will receive his 

Docotr’s Degree in May!  You know 

what they say...behind every good 

man is a good woman and she is 

Cindy (Stotler) Raley, daughter of 

Clay and Eleanor.  The Raley’s are 

the parents of 2 children:  Heather, 

8 and Hayden, 5.  The family 

resides in Edinburg, Virginia. 

 

The first anniversary of Living 

Word Lutheran Church was cele-

brated on Sunday, March 6th.  

What a fantastic day for every-

one!  Pastor mark delivered a 

meaningful sermon for the occa-

sion.  The craft group, our dedi-

cated women and several hus-

bands, made beautiful red roses 

and hung them on our epiphany 

pine tree adorned with small white 

lights.  After partaking on Holy Com-

munion, each person took a full 

bloom or a rose bud from the tree.  

The leaves of the roses were 

printed with “Living Word Lutheran 

Church-First Anniversary-March 6, 

2011” while the back 0of the 

leaves were printed “Taking a Liv-

ing Christ to a dying world.” 

Pastor Mark also had a Reception 

of New Members.  Living Word 

Lutheran Church now has 99 

members when Mike and Phyllis 

Alban and Ann Burkey joined us on 

our first anniversary! 

The Reverend Benny Brakeall and 

wife, Mary, were guests.  Reverend 

Brakeall delivered our first sermon 

in the WOW building which was the 

first Sunday after leaving the other 

church.  We have come a l-o-n-g 

way in just one year! 

Following the service refreshments 

were served.  Phyllis Alban baked 

and designed the two identical 

large sheet cakes.  They were in-

scribed “Living Word Lu-

theran Church 2010-2011”, 

decorated with red roses, 

scroll outline on white icing.  

Our appreciation to Phyllis 

for the beautiful and deli-

cious cakes.  God has cer-

tainly blessed us in our first 

year and He has even more 

blessings for the coming 

year!  We’re grateful to eve-

ryone who helped make our 

anniversary celebration a joy 

and a great memory. 

 

Pastor Mark and Susan were out of 

town on Sunday, March 13th.  

Greg Lewis and Karen McCabe did 

a great job with the worship hour 

and communion service.  They 

were assisted by Susan Weems 

as reader.  Some told me the 

really enjoyed their scripture 

dialogue! 

 

Andi Liller’s craft group com-

pleted the small money bags 

she ordere to take the place of 

the quarter type Lenten self-

denial folders.  The men chose 

to take on the task of ironing on 

the decals.  One side shows the 

wording and emblem “Living Word 

Lutheran Church.”  The reverse 

side of the pouch shows a cross of 

nails with a math problem...1 

Cross + 3 Nails = 4 given.  We 
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B y  S a d i e  K o s e r  
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Street, crossing the lanes causing 

Mary Kay to broadside the vehicle.  

The air-bag activated, causing 

severe bruising and alas, her 

little red Volkswagen was to-

taled!  She spent several days 

in the hospital and is wearing a 

neck brace at this writing.  

Mary Kay continues to see the 

heart specialist due to the 

heart trauma bruising. 

I have heard 2 suggestions for 

Mary Kay:  (1) go to Oldtown, 

cross the bridge in Greenspring, 

avoiding Industrial Boulevard, (2) pur-

chase a different make of car...that’s 

not going to happen as the Fanelli’s 

are on-line to try to locate another 

Volkswagen! 

Note:  It was just 2 months prior that 

Mary Kay’s accident happened on 

Industrial Boulevard totaling her first 

Volkswagen.  Neither accident was 

her fault, but in both cases she is the 

one who has taken the “lumps.” 

 

Sunday, March 20th, was the first day 

of spring and with daylight savings 

time being a week old, Brendon 

McCabe was enjoying riding his 

scooter in front of his home.  The 

family were getting ready to attend 

the evening covered dish dinner and 

Lenten service.  Brendon came in 

saying that his arm hurt after a 

scooter accident.  Yep! You just can’t 

believe the news...Chris and Karen 

now have 2 sons in casts.  Brendon 

fractured his right arm, hi is right 

handed, and will have lots of written 

homework to do in four weeks when 

he has the cast removed. 

Trevor is left to do the chores for his 

brothers, so when “pay back” time 

comes, he will be able to have the 

summer chore-free!  Then Trevor can 

use the trampoline and scooter when-

ever he desires.  Mend quickly, Bren-

don, we need you and Connor as aco-

lyte and crucifer! 

 

When the earthquake, followed by the 

tsunami, hit Japan, a very concerned 

couple, Gene and Sondra Cave, were 

on a 2 week vacation in Florida.  They 

were able to contact their son, Com-

mander Daniel Cave and his wife, 

Traci.  Daniel made contact with the 

again as the Navy moved everyone at 

Air Wing 5 from Atsugi, Japan to 

Guam. 

Their son and wife told them when 

the earthquake hit, it was recorded at 

5.6 in Atsugi, which is south of Tokyo.  

Traci said that items fell from shelves 

and pictures from the walls.  They had 

their own furniture in Japan but left 

everything behind when taken to 

Guam.  Now with the radiation, the 

couple doesn’t know if they can re-

trieve it fro Atsugi, only time will tell. 

The couple’s daughter, Taylor, gradu-

ates this year from high school in Vir-

ginia Beach where she is living with 

friends of her parents.  Their son, Na-

than, is finishing his junior year at 

Virginia Tech.  Our prayers continue 

with the Japanese people in all this 

tragedy. 

 

Thought for the Month: 

Are YOU worth dying for...GOD 

THOUGHT SO! 
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thank the craft group for coming up 

with this clever idea! 

Our appreciation to Becky Rank and 

a few volunteers who sold refresh-

ments at the church league basket-

ball games.  Becky also appreciated 

the monetary donations.  In the next 

newsletter we’ll give the final results 

of her fundraiser! 

 

Bel Air Elementary School received 

the school’s Blue Ribbon certificate 

from Lt. Gov. Anthony Brown at the 

Calvary House in Annapolis.  The 

school also received recognition in 

the House of Delegates and Senate 

for being selected as a Blue Ribbon 

School of Excellence.  One of the rep-

resentatives for Allegany County was 

Ann Burkey who became a member 

of LWLC at our first anniversary cele-

bration.  Congratulations to Bel Air 

Elementary school and to all the 

teachers for making this possi-

ble...expecially to Ann, an excellent 

teacher! 

 

Several weeks ago Mary Kay Fanelli 

was driving on Industrial Boulevard 

going to the Choral Society rehearsal.  

Suddenly a car came from Lamont 

News Concerning Our Congregation...Continued 
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S c e n e s  f r o m  F i r s t  A n n i v e r s a r y  

C e l e b r a t i o n  
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The Living Word Lutheran Church Choir will be participating 

in a fundraiser for the Western Maryland Food Bank on Sat-

urday April 9 at LaVale United Methodist Church.  Donations 

in the form of non-perishable food items or cash are made 

from each church.  Each choir will receive 1 point for each 

pound of food donated or 2 points for each dollar as a 

friendly competition ensues while the choirs each sing 3 

pieces for the pleasure of the audience.  Donations may be 

made during the concert, or Chris McCabe is collecting dona-

tions prior to the event.  He has paper bags for food dona-

tions and canisters for change.   

 

Following the concert and friendly competition to raise funds 

for the Western Maryland Food Bank, there is a Chocolate 

Extravaganza reception for all of you chocolate lovers out 

there! 

 

Come enjoy the fun and help out the Western Maryland Food 

Bank!  (Please don’t forget about our regular assistance to 

the Interfaith Food Pantry, they need our help too!) 

P.O. Box 1825 

Cumberland, MD 21502 

Meeting at 801 Virginia Avenue   

  

Pastor Mark C. Dill 

pastormarkdill@verizon.net 
301-777-0000 

  

April Events 

Every Sunday: 9:00 AM—Living Discipleship Study  

10:00 AM—Worship (Fellowship following service 1st and 

3rd Sundays) 

Sunday April 3, 10 , 17- 5:30 covered dish dinner and 

7:00 PM Lenten Service (“INVEST”, “FINISH”, “REFUGE”) 

Saturday April 9 - 6:00 PM “Will Sing for Food” at LaVale 

United Methodist Church 

Sunday April 17 - Palm Sunday/Passion Sunday 

Maundy Thursday April 21 -  6:00 PM A Seder Meal Wor-

ship Celebration 

Good Friday April 22 -  7:00 Worship “NOBODY” 

Easter Sunday April 24 

 

Every Wednesday:  7:00 PM Choir Rehearsal (except Ash 

Wednesday) 

 

L I V I N G  W O R D  

L U T H E R A N  C H U R C H  

Taking a Living Christ to a Dying World 

A Ministry Opportunity 

7 - Ann Burkey 
11 - Heather Dill Faust 
12 - Scott Liller 
13 - Karen McCabe 
14 - Sandi Pague 
15 - Steve Chaney 
19 - Barb Wolk 
24 - Shirley Nolan 
27 - Andi Liller 

April Birthdays 

April Anniversaries 

10 - Dick & Pat Keller 
17 - Dave & Vicki Larrick 
17 - Clay & Eleanor Stotler 


