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Some Words on Living Word
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What will Easter
mean to you?
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Ask your average
youngster what
Easter is all
about and they'll
probably tell you
about the Easter bunny,
Easter eggs, Easter baskets, jelly beans, and
chocolate. And, unfortunately, many adults today may give you that
same answer – especially
if they have children but
don’t attend church.
However, those of us
who have a relationship
with Jesus Christ have a
different perspective.
All year long – but especially through Lent – we
focus on the cross and
Jesus’ sacrificial death…
and finally, his resurrection.
Now, I'm sure that Jesus loves bunnies and
chicks — he made them.
And he probably loves
chocolate, too – why
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wouldn’t he? But don't
you think he might be a
little disappointed when
parents and grandparents exalt a chocolate
rabbit over the Savior of
the world? Yet that’s
what Easter means to
many people in our country.
How in the world has
this happened?
Although ‘the world’ may
not be interested in Jesus and his resurrection,
we can’t simply blame
the problem on ‘the
world’ and let it go at
that. We who are in the
church must also take
some responsibility for
allowing this situation to
happen. I saw a cartoon
in Leadership Journal
which shows a couple
leaving church and shaking hands with the pastor. The man says to the
pastor, "You're in a rut,
Reverend. Every time I
come here, you preach

about the Resurrection."
We, simply because we
are in the church, might
also fall into that kind of
thinking about Easter;
"Yeah, yeah, yeah. Jesus
died on the cross and
rose from the dead. I
know all that. I’ve heard
it hundreds of times."
Satan will tempt us to
turn the most fantastic
event of human history
into the same old routine. And then (looking
for something exciting
about Easter) we start
focusing on the joy of
watching children search
for baskets and eggs,
the pride of wearing a
new outfit, and the celebration that Spring is, or
soon will be, here.
So, each year we walk
through those familiar
events all over again –
focusing on the cross
and Jesus’ sacrificial
death… and finally, his
resurrection – in order
to remind us once again
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Pastoral Ponderings Continued
of all that Christ has done for
us. We are privileged to have
firsthand accounts of his resurrection from the dead. The
Apostle Paul tells us that without Christ's resurrection, our
faith is in vain… it is absolutely
useless. But in fact, Christ was
raised from the dead, and the
news of His resurrection is
absolutely the best news in all
the world – even better (and
more exciting) than watching
children searching for baskets
and eggs, or eating chocolate.
We know that death has lost
its sting and has been swallowed up in victory! We should
bring out the band, dance in
the streets, and shout from

the rooftops this Good News
of Easter.
So, as you approach Easter
week, ponder the story again…
as if you've never heard it before. And then share it with
some else – perhaps someone
who never has heard it before,
or with someone who has heard
it so many times that they have
begun to think that Easter is
all about bunnies, baskets,
eggs, jelly beans, and chocolate. Let them know that, while
these things may be exciting
and good, we have a living Savior who is so much greater!
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Please continue to keep the following people in your prayers
this month…
Arlene and Harry Foreback
Clay and Eleanor Stotler
Stan and Helen Goodrich
Louise Gilpin
Jenora Hare
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In the early morning hours on
Monday, January 28th an accidental fire at 466 Columbia
Street destroyed the rental home
of Trista Poole and her four children, all under the age of 8. Sunday, February 3rd our Quilters
Group dedicated 5 blankets to
the Poole family. Pastor Mark
had a prayer blessing for the
blankets which the women put
together in haste for the victims
of the fire disaster.

When the Ravens defeated the
49ers by 34-31 in the Super
Bowl, most of our members were
elated. Not so with the Lantz
couple, with Carol being more
outspoken that she was a Steeler
fan! Naturally she didn’t want
our Ravens to win as she expecially was NOT a fan of Ray Lewis
who was retiring at the end of the
season. Once Dick Keller and
Joe McIntosh go wind of this, that
was all they needed to go into the
famous Ray Lewis dance act
every time Carol crossed their
path. Those two guys better beware of Carol if her Steelers go
the distance next football season!

Sunday, February 10th, 29 volunteers met at 5 o’clock to make
the tree decorations for the 3rd
anniversary of the beginning of

o u r

S a d i e

3

C o n g r e g a t i o n

K o s e r

Living Word Lutheran Church. A
covered dish dinner was held
prior to the “professionals” creating the remembrances. Just before the evening ended Carol was
treated to a final Ray Lewis
dance (at least she hopes it is
the last one she has to endure)!!

Ash Wednesday started with a
covered dish dinner at 6 o’clock.
As in every church dinner I ever
attended, there was an abundance of delicious food with 33
attending. The worship service
began at 7 o’clock with the collection of individual sin sheets
which Pastor mark burned for the
ash residue he used for the sign
of the cross on each persons
forehead. There were 47 who
attended the February 13th Ash
Wednesday worship service. The
dinners/worship services are
held each Wednesday during
Lent. However, the 4th weekly
service had to be cancelled due
to 8-10 inches of fast moving
snow (depending on the area you
reside). Pastor Mark combined
both services (Facing our Worldliness & Facing One Another) in
the Wednesday, February 13th
worship service.

Karen McCabe recently passed
the four board test, etc. for possession of the Blue Belt in karate.

She will soon be up with her sons
in belt colors. Congratulations,
Karen!!

Bible Study began on Sunday,
February 17th and will continue
through lent at 8:45, prior to the
worship hour. Sixteen members
and friends attended the study led
by Pastor Mark.

Many of our members attended
the performance of “Beau Jest” at
the Cumberland Theater, which
was held from February 7th-24th.
Our organist/choir director, Chris
McCabe, had one of the roles portraying Abe. It was a hilarious Jewish play enjoyed by everyone who
attended. Incidently, Chris has
been musical director, or director,
for over 100 shows. On stage he
has appeared in 5 productions.
We are fortunate to have Chris
and also his talented family as
members of Living Word Lutheran
Church!

Congratulations to Riley Zang who
recently participated in her second
gymnastics competition. This one
was held in Everett, Pennsylvania.
She excelled again...coming in
2nd on the beam and uneven bars
and capturing 3rd place in the
overall competition!!
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Durig the worship hour on Sunday,
February 24th, the congregation
witnessed two baptisms. Misty
Boston was baptized first, then
her son, 9 month old Mason Canfield Hott, received the Sacrament
of Baptism, witnessed by his Dad,
Paul, and 7 year old Alden Hott.
Misty’s parents, Brian and Kim
Boston, stood in for the godparents who were unable to attend
due to their work schedule. Following the worship service the
family and children of the congregation went outdoors to release
colorful balloons to the heavens in
celebration of the baptisms.

Fort Hill High School cheerleaders
recently were in the 2013 Reach
the Beach national competition
held in Ocean City. Jeanora
Hare’s 16 year old granddaughter,
Rebecca, performed with the Junior Varsity squad. The cheerleaders placed first in the small advanced junior varsity division. Joe
and Paula McIntosh’s 14 year old
granddaughter, Hailee, is also a
member of the Jayvee Squad. The
cheerleaders received jackets as
they were crowned two-time national champions. Congratulations, Hailee and Rebecca!!

For our members unable to attend
the Wednesday Lenten service on
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February 27th, you missed an
unusual event. Those present witnessed the engagement of Carol
Larson and Tim Martin. The only
person who knew this was going
to happen was Pastor Mark and
Tim..they carried it off like professional thespians!!
The message that evening was
“Facing our Fears” with Pastor
Mark remarking how many of us
have a fear of speaking in front of
people. I readily knew I was one
of those persons and would appreciate all the help I could get! Pastor then called on new membersto-be Wayne and Joyce Smith to
give a brief outline of their background so we would get to know
them better. Then Carol and Tim
were called forward with Carol giving a brief outline of her life and
having four grown sons. Then it
was Tim’s turn, and after a short
background, he got down on one
knee as he proposed to Carol!
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After a bewildered bride-to-be said
yes, amid tears, the couple kissed
as everyone cheered and applauded! The couple are to be married May 18th with plans being incomplete at the present time.

Riley Zang made the Principal’s List
as Northeast Elementary School
released its honor roll for the second nine weeks. Riley is a member
of the fourth grade. Congratulations, Riley!

Sunday, March 10th was a memorable day for Living Word Lutheran
Church and its congregation! This
was the Third Anniversary of the
beginning of LWLC. To commemorate this happy occasion (the 3rd
anniversary is leather), LWLC 2013
leather tied key rings were on the
artificial pine tree trimmed with
clear lights. After each person received communion...as they
passed the tree they removed a
key ring as a keepsake.
After the sermon a reception of 10
new members was held by Pastor
mark. Those received into LWLC
were Bob and Becky McIntyre and
Wayne and Joyce Smith. Also received, although they were absent
were Russell Zang and his children,
Robert, RJ and Riley, along with Tim
Martin and Carol Larson.
After the ending of the worship
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hour everyone was treated to refreshments, coffee and drinks. A
large sheet cake centered the
table inscribed “In Celebration of
our 3rd Anniversary and New
Members”. The cake was iced in
white with pastel flowers.

Thought for the Month:
Exercise your faith...walk
with Jesus!
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As the sun sets in the west
ending the day, a time to rest.
From the labors and the toil
as the sun’s rays warm the soil

he murmurs words I barely hear
not loud at all but full of fear.
Alone he prays as others sleep,
nearby they are; a watch to keep.

To light the day, and warm the
earth
as spring begins with new birth.
As buds appear upon the trees
and shoots push through where
only seeds
upon the earth were cast.

His desperate prayer, a plaintive
plea,
“take this cup away from me,
and yet if it is your will be done.”
He prays to his father, he is the
Son.

Silence swallows the plaintive
Eons have passed since the day
prayer
we each were created to light the
in the quiet still springtime air.
way.
I alone have seen and heard
By the master’s hand we each were the quaking voice in every word.
formed
The tears he shed, the stricken
on the fourth day we two were
face,
born.
the fear he suffers in this place.
While the sun’s rays make all
things grow
Now, in my beam a different sight,
my light gives off a softer glow;
a group of men by fire light,
overcoming the darkness.
faint footsteps on stone walking.
In silence I move across the deep
while all below are sound asleep,
casting faint light over the land, all
that has been made by the master’s hand.
The wind moves through the still
bare limbs
alive with springtime still hidden
within.
A gentle breeze as soft and warm
as a mother’s touch free from
harm,
caressing the earth with the
warmth of spring;
yet on the air there is something--Rising higher in the night
my rays come upon a strange sight.
In a garden, in my glow
a figure with head bowed low;
on a rock in this place
with tears streaming down his face,

Distant voices grow louder,
there is anger in the air
where moments before
there was only prayer.
Footsteps grow louder
with each rapid stride;
loud voices of anger
on springtime air ride.
The clang of metal,
of sword and of spear,
pushing and shoving
as the crowd draws near.
If only the master would put out my
beam,
the man in the garden could hide,
not be seen.
Oh master of all put out my light,
enable the man to flee, take flight.
Allow your Son to run away,
to leave this place without delay.

Send out your wind,
fierce force to blow,
to put out the torches
of the crowd below.
Send down the rain
or stir up the dirt;
blind the eyes of those
who come to hurt
the one you love so dear.
The crowd of anger
surrounds the man,
who prays in the garden;
he knows their plan.
He stands against the angry crowd
helpless, defenseless, and yet
proud.
He knows what is to come-- He
waits;
not knowing when, but who was
paid.
In his purse the coins of silver,
a kiss of betrayal to deliver.
Judas, his friend who now betrays,
steps from the crowd; in my rays
his lips brush the cheek of him,
the one unblemished, without sin.
Slow and silent across the sky
away from this place, wondering
why,
I journey into the night.
Slipping slowly beyond the hill
the one they named the skull,
the fate of him who has no sin
one day will be known to all.
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It has been noted that this group is not exclusive to women. As seen from the photos
of the February quilting meeting, men can do
this too! Dick, Al, and Mike would love to
have more company!
Please contact Phyllis Alban with any questions about schedule or supplies needed.
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Refreshments will be the 2nd Sunday
of the month following service. Please
feel free to contribute your creations. If
you have any questions, please contact
Andi Liller, or another member of the
sharing ministry team.
A date for the annual picnic has been
chosen: August 25, 2013. Mark your
calendars, it will be fun in the park!
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March Events

L I V I N G
W O R D
L U T H E R A N
C H U R C H

P.O. Box 1825
Cumberland, MD 21502
Meeting at 801 Virginia Avenue

Pastor Mark C. Dill
LivingWordCumberland@gmail.com
301-777-0000

Also find us at:
www.LivingWordCumberland.org
Taking a Living Christ to a Dying World

Remaining March Birthdays
20 - Vicki Larrick
20 - Mike Burkey
23 - Melva Friedland
26 - Nathanael Dill
27 - Eleanor Stotler

April Events continued...

Sun 3/17 - 8:45 a.m. - Lenten Bible Study
10 a.m. - Worship
After Worship - Youth Group
Wed 3/20 - 6 p.m. - Covered Dish Dinner
7 p.m. - Lenten Worship
After Worship - Choir Rehearsal
Sun 3/24 - 8:45 a.m. - Lenten Bible Study
10 a.m. - Worship - Palm Sunday
After Worship - Council Meeting
Thu 3/28 - 6 p.m. - Covered Dish Dinner
7 p.m. - Maundy Thursday Worship
Fri 3/29 - 7 p.m. - Good Friday Worship
Sun 3/31 - 10 a.m. - Worship - Easter Sunday

April Events
Sun 4/7 - 10 a.m. - Worship
After Worship - Sunday School
Sun 4/14 - 8:45 a.m. - Adult Bible Study
10 a.m. - Worship
After Worship - Social Hour & Sunday School
Sun 4/21 - 8:45 a.m. - Adult Bible Study
10 a.m. - Worship
After Worship - Youth Group

April Birthdays
7 - Ann Burkey
11 - Heather Dill Faust
12 - Scott Liller
13 - Karen McCabe
14 - Sandi Pague
15 - Steve Chaney
15 - Dick Keller
19 - Barb Wolk
24 - Shirley Nolan
27 - Andi Liller

Sun 4/28 - 8:45 a.m. - Adult Bible Study
10 a.m. - Worship
After Worship - Council Meeting
Choir - Meets Wednesdays at 7 p.m.

April Anniversaries
10 - Dick and Pat Keller
17 - Dave and Vicki Larrick
17 - Clay and Eleanor Stotler

